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Iftstotral itorlj. 



The church of the United Brethren in Christ had its origin in the evangelistic labors of 
| Philip William Otterbein, Martin Boehm, George Adam Guething, Christian Newcomer, and 
others associated with them. 

Mr. Otterbein came to this country from Germany in 1752 as a missionary of the Reform- 
ed church. His method of evangelism at length proved not agreeable to his co-laborers, and he 
formed closer fellowship with others who were of kindred spirit. 

Martin Boehm was of the Mennonite church, and being objectionable to that body on account 
of his evangelistic spirit, he found the fellowship he desired with Otterbein, whom he first met in 
1766, and with his co-workers. 

Tn 1789, fifteen years after Otterbein became pastor of an independent congregation m 
Baltimore, Maryland, the first formal conference of these independent ministers met in Otter- 
bein's study m Baltimore. Eleven years later at a conference at Frederick, Maryland, the name 
"United Brethren in Christ" was adopted, fourteen ministers being present. Otterbein and Boehm 
were elected bishops. 

Through the influence of the Mennonite element the organization of societies, and the 
counting of members was opposed. Christian Newcomer, who afterwards became bishop, seeing 
its necessity, began the organizing of societies about 1812. As late as 1819 he was arraigned by 
the Muskingum conference for so doing. This opposition continued till near the middle of the last 



century, and, along with preaching only in the German language, greatly impeded the growth 
of the church. 

In government the church is a federated body, having a written constitution, and is under 
the supervision of bishops who are elected for four years, their authority being limited to that of 
presiding officers and superintendents. The supreme legislative authority is in the General Con- 
ference, composed of an equal number of ministerial and lay delegates, all elected by the church. 
The supreme administrative authority is, as to the laity, in the local society; as to the ministry, 
in the annual conferences; as to general institutions, in the annual conferences and the General 
Conference, as they may respectively have jurisdiction. 

Otterbein died Nov. 17, 1813. His funeral was conducted by Dr. J. D. Kurtz of the Luther- 
an church, Rev. Wm. Ryland of the Methodist, and Rev. George Dashiels of the Protestant Episco- 
pal. Four months later, during a session of the Methodist conference at Baltimore, Bishop 
Asbury, who had long been a warm friend of Otterbein, preached in Otterbenrs church a sermon 
in his memory, whom he named "the holy, the great Otterbein." 

Martin Boehm died March 23, 1812. Bishop Asbury also preached his funeral. 

2. aty? Spinning uf % UnxUb Irrtfjmt Olljttrrlj in Stara. 

The work of the United Brethren in Christ in Iowa began, so far as known, with the labors 
of Rev. Christian Troup, a member of the Wabash Conference, w T ho came to Iowa as a mission- 
ary in 1836,* and settled upon what is now a part of the site of Mt. Vernon. He afterwards traded 



*This is according to Lawrence's history, and in harmony with statements from Dr. A. W. Drury. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Harner, daughter of Bro. Troup, says he came to Iowa in 1838. 



GROUP OF EARLY MEMBERS. 




Michael Hoover. Mary Hoover. Jacob Kettering. r*. H. Neidig. Nancy Neidig. B. N. Runkle. D. Runkle. 

Elizabeth Kohl. Sol. Kohl. Mr. and Mrs. C. Hershe\. Anna Hershey. D. Zelgenfus. Michael Blessing. Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hoover. 
Lizzie Floyd. Nancy Neidig. John Neidig. Fred 'k Blessing. Simon Kohl. Catherine Kohl. JohnEby. 



his 160 acre claim for a yoke of oxen, and settled near the Cedar River, on what is now known as 
the Horn farm. Here he passed through all the privations of a frontier life. His daughter, Mrs. 
Pate, states that for a considerable time he and his family ground the corn for their bread on an 
old-fashioned coffee mill nailed to the side of a tree. 

Rev. Troup's field as a missionary extended from the city of Dubuque to Henry county. 
His preaching places were wherever he could find an opportunity to speak to the people. Thus 
he sowed the seed that afterward ripened into many an active Chistian life. 

One of his appointments was near Ivanhoe, in a log house of only two rooms. Here stand- 
ing in the low doorway he would speak first to those gathered in one room, then stooping, for he 
was a tall man, he would pass his head into the other room and speak to those there. 

He died in 1850 and was buried in the cemetery that then occupied the lot where the house 
of Mrs. Mary Hoover now stands in Lisbon. When the cemetery was changed his remains were 
removed to the present Lisbon Cemetery, where his grave is marked by a plain slab bearing the 
inscription: 

CHRISTIAN TROUP 
DIED 
April 10, 1850 
Aged 

56 Yrs, 11 Mos. 12 Ds. 
I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, 

1 have the faith. 

2 Timothy, 4 Chap. 7 verse. 



Church built in J 855 



First U. B. Church West of the Mississippi. Built in I 850 



It will be noticed that the word "kept" is omitted from the last line in the quotation from 
Scripture. Probably a mistake of the stone cutter. 

In 1838 Rev. John Burns, a local preacher, settled in Lee County, and began preaching at 
various points. Rev. Christian Troup and he seem to have been the pioneers of the United 
Brethren in Christ in Iowa. 

The first society was organized at the home of "Father" Edington, probably somewhere in 
Henry county, in October 1841. This, however, was several years after Christian Troup began his 
work in the community in which Lisbon now stands. 

The first United Brethren quarterly conference west of the Mississippi was held at the 
home of Mr. Gibson near the present site of Lisbon, May 10, 1842. It was attended by Christian 
Troup, F. R. S. Byrd, Ira B. Ryan, Lewis Hoffman, "Father" Edington, and others. Ira B. Ryan 
was licensed to preach, and Christian Troup was chosen presiding elder. 

Another similar meeting was held in Henry county on Sept. 10th of same year. Consider- 
able annual conference business was transacted at this meeting. 

A third meeting of the same character was held, probablyin the southern part of the State in 
March 1843, there being present a presiding elder of the Wabash Conference, of the territory of 
which Iowa at that time was a part. At this meeting there were reported 13 organized societies, 
with 194 members in Iowa. 

The first annual conference of the United Brethren in Iowa, and the first west of the 
Mississippi, convened at Columbus City, May 19, 1844, Bishop Henry Kuinler, Jr. presiding. It 
was called the Iowa Branch of the Wabash Conference. 

The next annual conference convened at the home of Wm. Thompson, in Louisa county, 
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OUR FOUR OLDEST LAYMEN. 
M. Blessing, Elias Hahn, A. C. Plattenberger, Benj. Gauby 



Aug. 14, 1845, Bishop John Russell presiding. At this session the Iowa conference was formally 
organized. 

Other early conferences were held as follows: — 

At Columbus City, Aug. 31, 1846, Bishop J. J. Glossbrenner, presiding. 
At the home of Wm. Thompson, Louisa county, Aug.2 4, 1847, Bishop Wm. Hanby presiding. 
At the home of John Shively, Henry county, Sept. 1, 1848, Bishop Wm. Hanby presiding. 
At the Hershey school house near Lisbon, Aug. 23, 1849, Bishop David Edwards presiding. 
During these years the preachers in charge of the territory including Lisbon were:— 

1843— 44 John Peters. 

1844 — 45 Christian Troup. 

1845— 47 J. W. Sterling. 

1847— 48 Luther McVay. 

1848— 49 Luther McVay, with John DeMoss, assistant. 

Writing of the Iowa conference of 1845, Bishop Russell said, "Myself and wife left the 
state of Maryland in a carriage for Iowa. A tedious journey indeed. All went well until we got 
between the two rivers— Mississippi and Iowa. In the high prairie grass our trail ran out, and of 
course we were lost. How to get on the right course was the trouble. 

"I went before, parting the grass, which was much higher than myself. After I had gone a 
certain distance, I put my hat on my cane to guide my wife to the spot. Thus I continued for 
some time till we got right again." 



PRESENT CHURCH 



®r0atttzatt0tt and Oknwtl?. 

Our life and work at Lisbon date back to the faithful labors of Rev. Christian Troup, who 
began preaching in this vicinity as early as 1836. Hence the church at Lisbon had its beginning 
with the very beginning of our church in Iowa. 

The work here grew slowly, however, for several years, Bro. Troup often advising his con- 
verts to join other churches on account of the weakness of the United Brethren in Iowa 

In 1847 Rev. Christian Hershey led quite a large colony, chiefly his own relatives, from 
Pennsylvania to Iowa, and settled in Yankee Grove, the section of country surrounding where 
Lisbon now stands. 

This colony, being largely composed of United Brethren, made quite an addition to the 
United Brethren forces of this vicinity. 

In August of the same year Rev. Luther McVay was appointed to the Yankee Grove circuit. 
During the summer of 1848 he held a camp-meeting on the knoll now occupied by the Washing- 
ton School Building of Lisbon, with good results. He then organized "the United Brethren class 
in the Pennsylvania Settlement of Linn county, Iowa/ 7 with a charter membership of about forty, 
as nearly as can be determined from the original class book. About twelve names were afterward 
added, the year closing with a membership of 52. The effecting of an organization was strong- 
ly opposed by many of the older persons who took an active part in the camp-meeting; not be- 
cause of opposition to the church, but feeling that it was not right to foimally organize and put 
the names on a clasg book, 



Of these charter members, two are yet members of the church, Mr. Michael Blessing, and 
Mrs. Nancy Neidig. The portraits of quite a number more appear in the "Group of Early 
Members/' 

On Aug. 23, 1849 the Iowa annual conference was held here. Lisbon had just been platted, 
and homes were scarce. To meet the difficulty occasioned by the coming of so many ministers, a 
camp-meeting was planned; tents were built on the camp ground, and the conference was held 
in connection with the camp-meeting. There were a number of conversions, and at the close of 
the camp-meeting twenty-five persons were baptized in the Cedar River near Ivanhoe, by Rev. 
Josiah Lindsey. 

Rev. Christian Hershey and Rev. D. Wenrich were received into the conference at this ses- 
sion upon their transfers. Rev. John De Moss, assistant pastor of Yankee Grove circuit reported 
$26.55 received as salary and presents for the year. 

The Lisbon class proper, at first called North Yankee Grove class, was organized Sept. 5th, 
1850, by Rev. S. W. Kern, pastor. The original record shows 36 members of this class, many of 
whom belonged to the "United Brethren Class in the Pennsylvania Settlement in Linn county, 
Iowa," and several were new members. That there existed some difficulty in connection 
with the work at this place at that time is manifest from the following from Rev. D. Wenrich in 
an article in the Telescope relative to the conference session of 1850: "On account of a peculiar 
state of things on Yankee Grove circuit it was asked that a good disciplinarian be appointed to 
the charge. The selection of Rev. S. W. Kern and the adjustment of the difficulty proved the 
wisdom of the choice." Just what the difficulty was, whether it was among members of the 
church of a personal character, or whether it was something in connection with the administra- 




PARSONAGE 



tion of the affairs of the church, there is no record to show. 

The annual conference of 1852 chose Lisbon as the place of meeting for the next annual 
session. Rev. Christian Hershey, who had been in an important sense the father of the Lisbon 
church, looked forward to its coming with great expectations. When the time arrived for mak- 
ing necessary local preparation, he joined most heartily in the work. After cleaning the church 
and putting everything in readiness, he proposed to a friend who was with him to go into the 
church and offer* prayer for the conference. He was in great joy. But on August 3rd, the day 
before the assembling of conference, very suddenly the death angel called, and Father Hershey 
passed away. His death cast a gloom over the entire session. Rev. George Miller was chosen to 
preach the funeral sermon. The conference in a body marched before his corpse to the church 
and to the grave. His remains were buried in the cemetery beside the church and afterwards 
were removed to the present Lisbon Cemetery, where they now rest. 
His tombstone bears the inscription: 

REV. CHRISTIAN HERSHEY 
DIED 
Aug. 3, 1853 
Aged 
76 yrs. 6 mos. 3ds. 

The growth of the church following the year 1849 was quite rapid. But it is impossible to 
determine what the total membership has been, on account of the mutilation of the early records. 
So far as we can learn the number of persons received between 1840 and 1870 was fully five hun- 




Rostrum as Draped for Memorial of Rev. I. K. Statton, D. D 



dred. Since 1870 the accessions have been quite numerous. A number of very successful 
revivals have been held. From 1870 to the present time, as nearly as can be determined,, the 
number of accessions has been about 790, thus showing a membership of nearly 1300 since the 
organization of the church in 1849. 

The Lisbon charge has been favored with a number of most excellent pastors. Space does 
not permit particular reference to the work of each one. So far as the records show, the largest 
increase of membership was during the pastorate of Rev. Wm. Cunningham. During his service 
of eighteen months there were eighty-four additions to the church. Other pastors no doubt 
labored as faithfully, but he was especially sucessfull in in-gathering. 

Among those who have assisted largely to the development and growth of the church, the 
following seem to deserve special mention:— Christian Hershey, Michael Hoover, Sr., D. Runkle, 
John Neidig, Jacob Kettering, A. A. Sweet, Samuel Long, John Eby, Lawrence Easterly, J. E. 
Kurtz, D. Dorwart, Henry Meyers, John Ringer, Sr., Elias Hahn, D. Buck, John Turner, George 
Graul, D. G. Zeigenfus, Thomas Runkle, C. H. Neidig, Abram Runkle, Adam Runkle, Amos 
Runkle, W. S. Furnas, Elizabeth Perry, Nancy Neidig, Sr., Mother Bressler, Anna Bitzer and 
Elizabeth N. Runkle. The list could be greatly enlarged with perfect truthfulness. But these are 
among the number who seem to have stood out with special prominence in the work of the 
church. 

We would make special mention of Rev. S. E. Long, Rev. A. B. Statton, and Rov. M. S. 
Runkle, who were raised as members of our church and have gone into the ministry of the gospel. 

Also Mrs. G. K. Little, daughter of Bro. J. Bittinger, whose sweet voice and loving life are 
living epistles for Christ, greatly assisting in the evangelistic work of her husband, Rev. G. K. 




GROUP OF OFFICIAL BOARD 



Little who for years was a faithful member here. 

Kev. I L. Buchwalter and his devoted wife, who have made Lisbon their home since he re- 
tired from the active ministry, have been active and liberal in their devotion to the interests 
and work of the church. 

Qllyurrtj Strtlfttuja. 

In 1850 Rev. Christian Hershey built in Lisbon, chiefly at his own expense, the first United 
Brethren church west of the Mississippi River. This church, which still stands just north of Mrs. 
Mary Hoover's residence and of which we give a view as it appears at present, was soon out- 
grown. In 1855 it was sold, and the proceeds were used in building the second church on the 
site occupied by the present edifice. This building served the church for twenty-six years. 

During the pastorate of Rev. T. D. Adams and the early part of the first pastorate of Rev. 
I. K. Statton, the need of a more modern church became apparent. At the session of the quar- 
terly conference on April 7, 1880, the first official steps were taken toward the erection of a new 
building. During the following summer the old church was torn down, and the present structure 
begun. It was completed at a cost of $9,200.00, and on January 23, 1881 was dedicated by Bishop 
Milton Wright. Great credit is due to the ever earnest and faithful labors of the pastor, Dr. L 
K. Statton. 

During the building of the new church, the congregation was favored in being granted the 
use of the Methodist Episcopal church for all its services. 

The church during its history has owned three parsonages. The present building, a view 



GROUP FROM Y. P. C. U 



of which is given on another page, is an elegant frame structure of eight rooms, furnished with 
furnace, electric light, and city water. Tt was purchased during the summer of 1903 for $2,400, 
the old one being sold for $1,000. 



The present outlook of the church is very encouraging. Every department is well organ- 
ized, and there are many things that promise both a determined and a hopeful effort for the 
future. With the blessing of God, and with the church doing its duty in the various lines of 
Christian effort, there seems nothing to hinder our attaining in the near future a much larger 
membership than we now have, and along with this the doing of more for the kingdom of Christ 
than has yet been done. 

Following is a summary of the work of the church during the conference year 1903—1904: 



Number of members reported to annual conference in 1903, - - 265 

Number received during the year, - 41 

Total in church during the year, 306 

Loss during the year:— By death 3; removal 18; withdrawal 1 ; correcting record 7; _29 

Number of members at close of conference year, - - - 277 



©ttilmrfu 




Membership. 



Finances. 



Money collected during the year: 
Pastor's salary, 10 months, 



834.00 



WOMAN'S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 



Local church contingent fund, Jan. 12, '03— March 1, '04, - : « 278.03 

Parsonage fund, for new parsonage, - 1,064.39 

^Collected by Sabbath School, for current expense, - - 167.07 

Collected by Woman's Missionary Association, - - - 174 07 

fCollected by Y. P. C. II. - 25.74 

Presiding Elder's salary, - 60.00 

X For conference assessments, - - - - 227.55 

Special to Church Erection, - 62.48 

Eor Iowa Conference Layman's Auxiliary, and Evangelistic work, 168.47 

Special to Western College, - 70.00 

Special to Missions, - 5 00 



$3,136.80 

^Besides this the S. S. paid $34.39 to the parsonage fund. 
tBesides this the Y. P. C. U. paid $15.00 to the parsonage fund. 
JOf this the Juniors paid $8.00. 

The Sunday-school was organized early in the history of the Lisbon church, probably in 
the spring of 1853. It was first conducted as a union school, and so continued for a number of 
years, its development into a United Brethren school being the result chiefly of the organization 
of other schools in town. 

At the first it was divided into male and female departments, with five male and seven 
female classes; among them were one female and two male spelling classes, and one female infant 




OFFICERS AND TEACHERS OF S. S 



class. Among the first scholars were Henry C. Kurtz, and Solomon Kettering, who are yet living. 
The record of 1854 shows three infant classes, one male and two female. In the male class were 
two of our present members, Henry C. Meyers, and Jacob E. Meyers, with their father Henry 
Meyers as teacher. 

The first secretary's record that is preserved begins with July, 1857. The enrollment was 
121, the attendance 118. The superintendent was A. A. Sweet. May 27, 1860 is named as "the 
first day of the administration of B. (Benjamin) Hoover as superintendent, to which office he was 
elected last night." Other evidence states that Adam Runkle had served as superintendent one 
year before this election. Following this the record shows nothing as to who was superintendent 
till April 2, 1865, when it states, "Had our annual election last evening for officers. Adam Runkle 
was re-elected superintendent, D. Dorwart, Sec, D. Buck, Librarian." I. Scoles is the first secre- 
tary named, his election occurring May 2, 1858. The next named following him is J. E. Kurtz, 
who served a number of years, his term of office terminating with the election of D. Dorwart as 
above noted. 

The enrollment did not increase rapidly, owing in part no doubt to the organizing of other 
schools. On Jan. 1st, 1860 it was 144; on Jan. 6, 1861, 145, with 140 in attendance. 

The record from 1857 to 1865 is rendered quite interesting by the recital of current events 
of the town and community. A few are here quoted: 

July 26, 1857. "A stranger bathing last Sabbath in the Cedar River was drowned. Re- 
member to keep the Sabbath day holy." 

Dec, 15, 1857. "Officers and teachers agreed to have a teachers' meeting monthly." 

April 11, '59. "The Lutheran church organized a Sunday-school in the old church to-day." 



Group from Primary and Junior Departments of Sunday-school 



July 9, '59. "The school was opened at eight o'clock on account of the Methodist quarterly 
meeting in this house at nine o'clock." 

Nov. 6, '59. "Small attendance on account of wedding in town, Mr. Joel Ringer and Miss 
Barbara Kurtz." 

July 29, '60. "Bishop Glossbrenner was here yesterday, and went to Western," 
Sept. 9, '60. "We hear for the first time two bells ringing in town." 
Oct. 28, 60. "Mrs. Easterly married to David Zeigenfus." 
Nov. 11, '60. u 01d Abe elected." 

Sept. 21, '61. "Yesterday gieat military demonstration; young men leaving for the army," 

Nov. 1, '63. "Yesterday all the liquor destroyed by the sheriff." 

Nov. 29, '63. "No school in consequence of the Evangelical dedication." 

Jan. 16, '65. "Large school, as both schools are united." "Both schools" seems to refer to 
our own and a Sunday-school conducted for a short time by the Presbyterians. Enrollment 129; 
attendance 166. 

April 16, '65. "Our church w T as draped in memory of the death of our late President, 
Abraham Lincoln." 

May 7, '65. "The Missionary Board met with us. Bishops Edwards, Markwood, and Kum- 
ler, and Revs. S. VonNeida and W. J. Shuey were present." 

Reference is frequently made to deaths that occurred in town. The burial of several sold- 
iers is noted. The secretaries of later years recorded but little of such general events. The 
record of June 6, 1880 says, "On account of tearing down the church, school met in M. E. church 
at 2:00 p. m." On May 26, '78, T. K. Stauffer, Mrs. T. D. Adams, J. Bittinger, Amos Runkle and 



Group from Intermediate Department of Sunday-school 



wife and Miss Sue Fletcher were appointed delegates to the township and the county conven- 
tions. Delegates were appointed earlier than this, but the record is not preserved. 

The superintendents, as far as we can learn, have been A. A. Sweet, Benjamin Hoover, 
Adam Runkle, J. Bittinger, W. H. Runkle, J. S. Smith, U. D. Runkle, and the present incumbent, 
Amos K. Runkle, who has served the school continuously for sixteen years, and has just been 
re-elected. 

A comparison of the church records with the class records of the Sunday-school shows that 
from it more largely than from any other source the ranks of the church have been replenished 
and eularged. The school has been loyal to our own Sunday-school literature from its first ap- 
pearance and has used the International Uniform Lessons from their first endorsement by our 
publications. 

To-day there is no stronger arm of the church of the United Brethren at Lisbon than its 
well organized and vigorous Sunday-school, with an enrollment of 23 in the Cradle Roll, 190 in the 
Main School, and 53 in the Home Department. The main school is divided into seventeen classes, 
which are grouped in four departments, primary, junior, intermediate, and senior. A weekly 
teachers' meeting is maintained at which both Bible normal lessons, and the Sunday-school 
lessons are studied and taught. No department of the church needs more thorough cultivation 
and none promises larger fruitage than the SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 

lltehmt Cunt! f * <L TL 

A little more than a year after the beginning of the general Y. P. C. U. movement, our 
Lisbon Local was organizer! toward the latter part of August 1891. In this work of organization 
we have had the very effiicent help of President Lewis Bookwalter, then of Dayton, Ohio. His 




GROUP FROM SENIOR DEPARTMENT SUNDAY-SCHOOL 



enthusiastic spirit was caught by others, and we started out with a band of forty-one active 
members. Before the end of the first year this number was increased to fifty-four active, and 
four associate members. 

Nor was this enthusiasm for the time of organization only, as we now have an enrollment 
of sixty-nine active and three associate members. 

During our twelve years of work, we have twice entertained the Branch meeting of the Y. 
P. C. U. As we grew in numbers we began to look around us for work. Here we found a large field, 
and aside from helping the pastor, we have tried to be of service to the various finance committees. 

In this line of work we were so successful as to send out $135.24 for missions. But the 
greater part of our effort has been in the home field, having paid at different times, $10.25 for an 
organ; $15.00 on the pastor's salary; $25.00 for church repairs; $345.56 on the piano; at present 
we are carrying a $50.00 pledge on the parsonage fund, $15,00 of which is paid; our total amount- 
ing to $581.05. 

At our last semi-annual business meeting, our secretary gave the following report: 
Number of members January, 1st, - 62 

Number of meetings held since July, 1st, - 26 

Total attendance, - - - - - _ _ _ 

Average attendance, 25 
Total number of visitors, - - - - - - 118 

Cash on hand July 1st, | o 35 

Cash received during six months, - 27.26 

Total, $27X1 

Paid out, 24.21 
Balance, - 3.40 

On another page will be found the portrait of some of the present members of our Lisbon 
Local Y. P. C. IT. 



£UND AY-SCHOOL ASSEMBLY ANNUAL CONFERENCE J 878 



The Woman's Missionary Association of the United Brethren Church of Lisbon, was 
organized October 27, 1878, with the direction and assistance of Mrs. A. L. Billheimer. 
Mrs. T. D. Adams was appointed temporary secretary. 
The following officers were elected: 
Mrs. Mary Shaler, President. 
Mrs. A. K. liunkle, Vice-President. 
Mrs. Addie Eby, Secretary. 
Mrs. Lizzie A. Eunkle, Treasurer. 

Solicitors: Mrs. E. N. Runkle, Mrs. Holderman, Mrs. Nancy Neidig, Miss Maggie Houser, 
Mrs. Katie Kurtz. 

The first regular meeting was held at the parsonage and was opened by devotional exercises 
by Mrs. Charlotte Davis, (wife of Rev. Wm. Davis.) 

At the present time the Association has 58 members, 29 Evangel subscribers, 34 Life Mem- 
bers, and 7 Life Directors. The record of former collections is not complete. For the years 1887- 
1904 inclusive they amount to $2,839.74, nearly all of which has been used in foreign missionary 
work, a small amount in home work. 

The General Conference of 1881 met at Lisbon. The session continued for more than two 
weeks. The presiding bishops were J. J. Glossbrenner, J. Weaver, John Dickson, Miltou Wright, 
and N, Castle. At this conference pro-rata representation was vigorously discussed and the first 



measure in its favor adopted. Rev. E. B. Kephart, then president of Western College, was elected 
bishop in the place of Bishop Milton Wright. 

Lisbon was the home of Bishop Jonathan Weaver and his family from 1881 to 1885. His 
life and his preaching were a source of inspiration to the work of the church, and we take great 
pleasure in placing his portrait in our Souvenir. 

The earliest camp-meeting of our church in this vicinity, as far as can be learned, was held 
in 1848 on the site of the present school building. It was followed by the second in 1849, and a 
third in 1852. Similar meetings were held at various times and places for several years. 

At a quarterly conference held July 7, 1879, a camp-meeting committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of Rev. T. D. Adams, and brothers J. Bittinger, D. Runkle, C. H. Neidig, A. E. Kurtz, A. K. 
Runkle, Geo. Rupert, Sr., and J. S. Smith. The committee organized on July 11, electing Rev. T. 
D. Adams, president, and Rev. I. K. Statton, secretary. A plot of ground of about twenty-five 
acres, lying one and one-fourth miles south-east of Lisbon was purchased, and a camp-meeting 
planned to begin on August 26 following. At this time the temporary organization was succeed- 
ed by a permanent one, with Rev. T. D. Adams, president, and J. Bittinger, secretary. On Sept. 
3rd, the grounds were dedicated by Bishop Milton Wright, Rev. T. D. Adams, pastor, Rev. I. K. 
Statton, presiding elder and a number of other ministers assisting. 

The ground was a nicely wooded tract, with two good springs, and was fitted up with a 
number of neat cottages, a boarding house, chapel, speakers' stand, and seats, and was enclosed 



with a substantial fence. Among the prominent men who at different times took part in the 
meetings were, Bishops Weaver, Kephart, Hott, Mills, and Wright, President W. M. Beardshear, 
and Dr. J. W. Etter. Interesting meetings were held each summer up to and including 1893. 
Some hindrance at length arose, and at the annual meeting held on August 27, 1894, the association 
voted to sell the grounds and disorganize, a step which now appears to have been a sad mistake. 
In 1880 the Western Sabbath School Assembly was organized with Rev. T. D. Adams, pres- 

ident, and W. H. Meyers, secretary. It held meetings on the grounds of the Lisbon Camp-Meet- 
ing Association in 1880, 1883, and 1884. Excellent programs were rendered, some of the best 
talent of the church being employed. Twenty-five persons were awarded certificates for Sunday- 
school Normal study pursued at the Assembly. 



Hint of |f gatora* 
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1843— 


-44 


John Peters. 


1855- 


-56 


J. B. Wells. 


1870- 


-74 


Wm. Davis. 


1843- 


-44 


Christian Troup. 


1856- 


-58 


Martin Bowman. 


1874- 


-75 


S. Sutton. 


1845- 


-57 


J. W. Sterling. 


1858- 


-59 


George Miller. 


1875- 


-76 


Wm. Davis. 


1847- 


-49 


Luther McVay. 


1859- 


-60 


Jonathan Wynn. 


1876- 


-79 


T. D. Adams. 


1848- 


-49 


Luther VlcVay. 


1860- 


-61 


John Goodin. 


1879- 


-83 


1. K. Statton. 






John DeMoss, Ass't. 


1861- 


-62 


A. Shessler. 


1883- 


-85 


Wm. Cunningham. 


1849- 


-50 


J. S. Brown. 


1862- 


-63 


Martin Bowman. 


1885- 


-88 


R. E. Williams. 


1850- 


-52 


S. W. Kern. 


1863- 


-65 


John Curts. 


1888- 


-92 


C. K. Westfall. 


1852- 


-53 


F. R. S. Byrd. 


1865- 


-66 


John Manning. 


1892- 


-95 


V. A. Carlton. 


1853- 


-54 


Jacob Newman. 


1866- 


-67 


John Curts. 


1895- 


-99 


I. K. Statton. 


1854- 


-55 


Daniel Runkle. 


1867- 


-68 


T. Brashear. 


1899- 


-03 


W. I. Beatty. 




Jacob Miller, Ass't. 


1868- 


-70 


H. B. Potter. 


1903- 




C. J. Kephart. 



1849, Bishop David Edwards, presiding. 1869, Bishop J. Dickson, presiding. 

1853, Bishop L. Davis, presiding. 1872, Bishop J. Dickson, presiding. 

1856, Bishop L. Davis, presiding. 1878, Bishop M. Wright, presiding. 

1862, Bishop J. Markwood, presiding. 1883, Bishop J. Weaver, presiding. 

1865, Bishop J. Markwood, presiding. 1888, Bishop J. Dickson, presiding. 

1867, Rev. D. K. Flickinger, presiding, in place 1892, Bishop J. Dickson, presiding, 

of Bishop Markwood^ absent, 1899, Bishop N. Castle, presiding. 



Gill* (Uliurrlj. 

Bishop, G. M. Mathews, D. D., 

Chicago, 111. 
Presiding Elder, Rev. V. A. Carlton, 

Toledo, Iowa. 
Pastor, C. J. Kephart, D. D. 
Superannuated Minister: — 

Rev. I. L. Buchwalter, 

Church Trustees: — 

Adam Runkle, Pres. and Treas. 

Ralph Meyers, Sec, W. S.Furnas, 

Daniel Moore, J. E. Meyers. 
Parsonage Trustees: — 

H.Bucher, Pres., C. Auracher, Sec. 

A. K. Runkle, Treas. 

P. Plattenberger, A. Doubenmier. 
Centennial Church Trustees:— 

J. E. Moore, John Brokaw, 
Henry Kohl. 
Leaders: — 

Adam Runkle, John Auracher, 

Frank Hahn, P. A. Handley, 
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General Steward and Treasurer:— 

W. H. Runkle. 
Class Stewards: — 

John A. Meyers, W. W. Runkle, 

J. Lichtenwalter, J. W. Hahn. 
Presiding Elder Steward: — 

S. H. Jones. 
Church Clerk:— Geo. O. Runkle. 
Ushers: — 

John A. Meyers, S. H.Jones. 

Superintendent: — 

A. K. Runkle. 
Ass't. Supt. P. A. Handley. 
Secretary, Bessie Frutchey. 
Treasurer, Frank Runkle. 
Organist, Milo Runkle. 
Ass't. Organist, Delmar Walmer. 
Librarians, John B. Meyers, 
Maggie Gamble. 
Chorister, Geo. O. Runkle. 



Executive Committee: — 

John Auracher, P. A. Handley, 
A. K. Runkle, C. J. Kephart, 
Geo. O. Runkle, W. H. Runkle, 
Mrs. W. W. Runkle. 

Qty* % f . 01. JL 

President, Stella Meyers. 
Vice-Pres. John B. Meyers. 
Secretary, Bessie Frutchey. 
Cor. Sec'y, Mrs. S. H. Jones. 
Treasurer, Jesse Kephart. 
Chorister, Bertha Wenger. 
Ass't. Chorister, E. S. Handley. 
Organist, Milo Runkle. 
Leader, Daisy Burd. 

President, Mrs. A. K. Runkle. 
Vice-Pres. Mrs. R. Plattenberger. 
Secretary, Mrs. Addie Morrison. 
Treasurer, Mrs. S. H. Jones. 
Junior Sup't. Mrs. C. B. Frutchey. 



Achenbach, Edison 
Alexander, Nora J. 
Anson, Sarah 
Arbingast, Mrs. Elmer 
Auracher, John 
Auracher, Alice 
Auracher, Charles 
Auracher, Jennie 
Auracher, Verna 
Bates, Nora Walmer 
Bear, Effie 
Beese, Maria 
Beese, Otis 
Blessing, Michael 
Blessing, Elizabeth 
Blinks, Mrs. Thomas 
Blinks, Clara 
Bovey, Amanda 
Bovey, James 
Bovey, Sarah Richard 
Bradd, Mrs. Elsie 
Briggs, Chas. 
Briggs, Eva 
Brokaw, John 
Brokaw, Ida 
Bucher, Henry 



Bucher, Ethel M. 
Bucher, Howard 
Buchwalter, Rev. I. L. 
Buchwalter, Phebe 
Burd, Chas. 
Burd, Daisy S. 
Burge, Caroline 
Burge, Kate Heller 
Crain, Andrew L. 
Crain, Mary 
Crain, Eva 
Cummins, Mabel B. 
Dorcas, Levi 
Dorcas, S. E. 
Doubenmier, Albert A. 
Doubenmier, Anna 
Downing, Emma 
Eastlack, Clara 
Elliott, B. F. 
Elliott, Mrs. B. F. 
Elliott, Ertle May 
Elliott, De Leo 
Ellison, Mary Kramer 
Ellison, Ottis 
Filloon, L. F. 
Filloon, Anetta 



Filloon, Floy 
Frutchey, Albert 
Frutchey, C. B. 
Frutchey, Laura 
Frutchey, Bessie 
Furnas, W. S. 
Furnas, Etta B. 
Furnas, Lucile 
Furnas, Leonard 
Gamble, W. S. 
Gamble, Mrs. W. S. 
Gamble, Margaret A. 
Gauby, Benjamin 
Gish, Chris. 
Gish, Amanda 
Gish, Lucien 
Haak, Simon B. 
Haak, Mrs. Simon 
Haeseler, Georgia Wilcox 
Hahn, Elias 
Hahn, Frank 
Hahn, Christa 
Hahn, J. W. 
Hahn, Ida V. 
Hahn, Minnie 
Handley, Abigail 



Handley, Pliny A. 
Handley, Sadie J. 
Handley, Otho N. 
Handley, Gladys 
Handley, E. S. 
Handley, Maggie 
Handley, Myrtle 
Hoover, Mary 
Hoover, Nancy 
Hoover, Clyde 
Hoover, Freeman 
Hoover, W. H. 
Hoover, Edgar 
Hoover, Frank 
Hoover, Emma 
Hoover, Mary Jr. 
Hoover, Mrs. John 
Hoover, Maude E. 
Hoover, May Daisy 
Hoover, Estel 
Hoover, Dora 
Hoover, Lucretia 
Hubler, Effie 
Hunter, T. J. 
Hunter, Amanda 
Hunter, Katie 



Jones, S. H. 
Jones, Mrs. S. H. 
Kephart, Rev. C. J. 
Kephart, Sallie P. 
Kephart, A. Perry 
Kephart, V. M ibel 
Kephart, C. Jesse 
Kephart, Ethel L. 
Kettering, Ira 
Kettering, Stella May 
Kirkpatrick, John 
Kirkpatrick, Mary Long 
Klice, Jane 
Kohl, Daniel F. 
Kohl, Elizabeth 
Kohl, Catharine 
Kohl, Michael 
Kohl, Mrs. Michael 
Kramer, Jes^e 
Kurtz, Hannah G. 
Kurtz, Ruth 
Kurtz, Harry L. 
Kurtz, Hope 
Kurtz, Zoe 
Kurtz, Lewis 
Kurtz, Mrs. Ada 
Leyh, Mary 
Leyh, Mabel 
Lichtenwalter, John A. 



Lichtenwalter, Caroline 
Lichtenwalter, May 
McFarland, E. W. 
McFarland, Mrs. E. W. 
McFarland, Grace 
McElhinney, Leta M. 
Mackey, Myra 
Meyers, Jacob E. 
Meyers, Amanda 
Meyers, J. Frank 
Meyers, Stella 
Meyers, John B. 
Meyers, Ruth 
Meyers, Henry C. 
Meyers, Mattie J. 
Meyers, Elizabeth 
Meyers, Ora G. 
Meyers, Hazel 
Meyers, George 
Meyers, Emma 
Meyers, Laura 
Meyers, Ada 
Meyers, Bertha 
Meyers, John A. 
Meyers, Sarah 
Meyers, Blanche 
Meyers, Vern 
Meyers, Ralph 
Meyers, Abram L. 



Miller, Emma 


Riley, Geo. W. 


Miller, Pearl 


Riley, Anna R. 


Miller, Mrs. Milton 


R n n kip 


A hi* a m 

IV VJ 1 dill 


Miller, Bert 


Runkle 


Mrs. Ciarissa 


Miller, Ellsworth 


Ru n kle 


Adam 


Moore, Daniel 


Runkle 


Melinda 

ITlvULlU ex 


Moore, Mary W. 


R n n kip 

11 U 11 (V JC • 


Garrip M 
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Moore, Jas. E. 


Runkle 


Hprma n 

1 iv-l 111 CI 11 


Moore, Laura 


Rn n kip 


Kate 


Morrison, Addie M. 


Runkle, 


Amos K. 


Neesley, Fred 


Runkle, 


Lizzie S. 


Neesley, Anna E. 


Runkle 


Hazel 


Neesley, Fern 


R i] n kip 


Lois M 


Neidig, Nancy A. 


Runkle 


Lucile 


Plattenberger, A. L. 


Runkle 


Ca rnline 


Plattenberger, Philip 


R i ] n kip 

i v u 1 1 1\ i v. , 


Fra n k 


Plattenberger, Anna 


R i in k 1 p 

1 Y U I J r\ 1 C , 


Geo. O. 


Plattenberger, R. C. 


Rii n kip 

IV ill \ i\ ic, 


M a or ori p P 


Plattenberger, Mrs. R. C. 


Run kip 

IV U 11 rV It, 


Milo 


Plattenberger, Earl 


R ii n kip 

11U I1I\1V. • 


Gpnpvipvp 

V_J L 1 1 L V 1 V_ VV~. 


Plattenberger, Myrtle 


Runklp 


Fli7abpth N 


Reichert, Lydia 


Runkle, 


W. H. 


Platner, Henry 


Runkle, 


Lizzie H. 


Platner, Mrs. Henry 


Runkle, 


Chas. 


Reid. Anna L. 


Runkle, 


Karl H. 


Reid, Marion I. 


Runkle, 


W. W. 


Reid, Don. C. 


Runkle, 


Louisa Bittinger 


Richard, Henry 


Runkle, 


Clarissa 


Richard, Anna 


Sailor, Ira F. 



Schottle, Mrs. M. 
Schottle, Carrie 
Shaler, Henry 
Shaler, Mary 
Shaler, Geo. B. 
Shope, Emanuel 
Shrope, Esther 
Smith, Millie B. 
Smith, Wesley 
Smith, Emma 
Smith, Maud 
Stark, Maggie 
Sibcy, Winfield 



Tyson, Mrs. J. 
Tyson, Charlotte 
Tyson, Emma 
Tyson, Rachael G. 
Turner, Ellen 
Van Meter, Mary 
Walmer, Emerson 
Walmer, Elizabeth 
Walmer, Elden 
Walmer, Delmar 
Warner, Sarah 
Warner, Carrie E. 
Warner, Bert 



1 



Warner, Gertrude 
Wenger, Catharine 
Wenger, Bertha C. 
Wenger, Edith F. 
Wenger, Katie B. 
Wenger, Emma 
Wenger, Beulah 
Wickham, J. C. 
Wickham, Mary 
Wickham, Chas. 
Wickham, Frank 
Wilcox, Flo B. 
Yeisley, Bessie Hoover 



York, Ethel H. 
York, Alton M. 
York, Everett L. 
Yost, Clara F. 
Young, Katheryne 
Zalesky, John S. 
Zalesky, Tillie 
Zalesky, Beatrice 
Zalesky, Irene M. 
Zalesky, Clara 
Zalesky, Daisy 
Zerbe, Mabel C. 



tiraM* Salt 



Mrs. A. K. Runkle, Su 
Albert Blinks, 
Herold Hoover, 
Velma Kohl, 
Abba McFarland, 
Wilber Miller, 
George Reid, 
James Reid, 
Louis Reid, 
Eldon Richard, 
Ruth Richard, 
Millie Russell, 
Helen Smith, 
Reuben Smith, 
Roena Smith, 
Clifford Shantz, 
Harry Shantz, 
Harriet Shantz, 
Gerald Warner, 
Olivene Warner, 
Hazel Wickham, 
Elbert Wilson, 
Willard Young, 
Lizzie Zimmerman, 



f rimarg Stepartmrnt 

Class No. 1. 
Belle Williams, Teacher. 
Bates, Maynari 
Briggs, Harlan 
Doubenmier, Ava 
Doubenmier, Jewel 
Filloon, Forest 
Handley, Maynard 
Hoover, Flossie 
Hoover, Orval 
Kohl, Bert 
Light, Grace 
Mackey, Martha 
McFarland, Abba 
Meyers, Willard 
Moore, Howard 
Reid, James 
Reid, Norman 
Richard, Lydia 
Rondels, Elden 
Rondels, Marie 
Shantz, Clifford 
Smith, Ralph 
Wa]mer ? Bernal 



Warner, Dewey 
Zalesky, Naomi 

Class No. 2. 
Mrs. Mary Shaler, Teacher. 
Bates, Lela 
Briggs, Esther 
Hoover, Mary 
Kohl, Harry 
Kohl, Willis 
Light, Roy 
Meyers, Charlie 
Plattenberger, Luther 
Reid, Francis 
Reid, Stanley 
Runkle, Karl 
York, Everett, 
Zalesky, Leona 

Junior Btputtmtnt 

Class No. 3. 
Mrs. Wm. Meyers, Teacher 
Beese, Otis 
Gish, Lucien 
King, Herold 



Kirkpatrick, George 
Kirkpatrick, Kenneth 
Meyers, Vern 
Miller, Ellsworth 
Miller, Alvin 
Reid, Don 
York, Alton 

Class No. 4. 
Stella Meyers, Teacher. 
Crain, Eva 
Doubenmier, Fay 
Hoover, Ethel 
Miller, Ethel 
Runkle, Clarissa 
Runkle, Genevieve 
Zalesky, Clara 

Class No. 5. 
Sallie P. Kephart, Teacher. 
Bear, Hazel 
Kettering, Gladys 
Meyers, Bertha 
Runkle, Lucile 
Smith, Maud 
Zalesky, Daisy 



Class No. 6. 
Mrs.W.W.Runke, Teacher. 
Auracher, Verna 
Filloon, Floy 
Handley, Gladys 
Johnson, Amy 
Kephart, Ethel 
McFarland, Grace 
Neesley, Fern 
Plattenberger, Myrtle 
Reid, Marion 
York, Ethel 

Class No. 7. 
P. A. Handley, Teacher. 
Eastlack, Earl 
Furnas, Leonard 
Grauel, Willard 
Kurtz, Lewis 
McCall, George 
Walmer, Delmar 
Wooderson, George 
Class No. 8. 
Frank L. Runkle, Teacher. 
Filloon, Merrill 
Fisher, Edward 
Kramer, Jesse 
Miller, Bert 



Plattenberger, Earl 
Walmer, Elden 
Wilson, Harry 

Class No. 9. 
John Auracher, Teacher. 
Gamble, Maggie 
Hoover, Maude 
Hoover, Maye 
Kirkpatrick, Sarah 
Kurtz, Hope 
Meyers, Ada 
Meyers, Hazel 
Miller, Bertha 

Class No. 10. 
E. S. Handley, Teacher. 
Bear, Alice 
Furnas, Lucile 
Meyers, Ruth 
Miller, Hazel 
Runkle, Lois 
Tyson, Rachel 

Class No. 11. 
John Meyers, Teacher. 
Bear, Willard 
Bucher, Howard 
Burd, Charles 
Kurtz, Harry 



Meyers, John B. 
Meyers, Ora G. 
Plattenberger, Frank 

Class No. 12. 
Mrs. A.K. Runkle, Teacher. 
Crain, Byron 
Handley, Otho 
Kephart, Jesse 
Kirkpatrick, Ray 
Runkle, Chas. 
Runkle, Milo 
Wickham, Chas. 
Wickham, Frank 

Class No. 13. 
Mrs. S. H. Jones, Teacher. 
Auracher, Jennie 
Curtis, Susie 
Handley, Myrtle 
Kettering, Stella 
Kurtz, Zoe 
Runkle, Hazel 
Shrope, Lillh.n 
Zalesky, Irene 

Class No. 14. 
W. W. Runkle, Teacher. 
Bucher, Ethel 



Burd, Daisy 
Cummins, Mabel 
Eastlack, Clara 
Frutchey, Bessie 
Hoover, Lucretia 
Kephart, Mabel 
Leyh, Mabel 
Meyers, Laura 
Young, lva 
Zalesky, Beatrice 
Zalesky, Tillie 

Class No. 15. 
Elizabeth Meyers, Teacher. 
Kephart, Perry 
Lichtenwalter, Mae 
Meyers, Abram 
Meyers, Frank 
Meyers, Wm. 
Runkle, Carrie 
Shaler, George 
Warner, Carrie E. 
Warner, Bert 

Class No. 16. 
W. H. Runkle, Teacher. 
Crain, Mrs. A. L. 
Dorcas, Levi 
Dorcas, Mrs. Levi 
Filloon, Anetta 



Frutchey, Chas. 
Frutchey, Laura 
Hahn, Ida L. 
Jones, S. H. 
Meyers, H. C. 
Meyers, Mattie J. 
Meyers, Sarah 
Moore, J. E. 
Moore, Laura 
Morrison, E. L. Wrs. 
Runkle, A. K. 
Runkle, Geo. O. 
Runkle, Mrs. W. H. 
Smith, Wesley 
Wickham, Mary 
Wickham, J. C. 

Class No. 17. 
Adam Runkle, Teacher. 
Beese, Maria 
Buchwalter, Rev. I. L. 
Gamble, Mrs. 
Lichtenwalter, John A. 
Lichtenwalter, Mrs. J. A. 



Neesley, Fred 
Runkle, Caroline 
Runkle, Elizabeth N. 

Mrs. W. W. Runkle, Su 
VISITORS. 

Mrs. John Meyers, 
" W. H. Runkle, 
" John Auracher, 
" E. L* Morrison, 
" C. B. Frutchey, 
" C. Briggs, 

MEMBERS. 

Mrs. R. Reid, 

" C. Tyson, 

" P. Handley, 

" J. Auracher, 

" E. Walmer, 

" Dr. York, 

" Geo. Young, 

" Hempy, 



Adam Runkle, 
Geo. Runkle, 
Albert Doubenmier, 
Geo. Meyers, 
Abigail Handley, 
J. Lichtenwalter, 
Dr. Burd,- 
W. H. Kurtz, 
Duane Zimmerman, 
Hunter, 
Dyson, 
Shrope, 
W. Smith, 

0. Walmer, 
John Hoover, 
Estel Hoover, 
Frank Hoover, 

1. L. Buchwalter, 
W. Leyh, 

W. S. Furnas, 
McFarland, 
Henry Kurtz, 
Zalesky, 
Tantlinger, 



Mrs. Burge, 

" Cummins, 

" Robert Plattenberge 

" Daniel Moore, 

" Neesley, 

" D. Bates, 

" Sarah Warner, 

" Ear* Warner, 

" Mackey, 

" C. Briggs, 

Miss Carrie Schottle, 

" Jane Klice, 

u Kate Runkle, 

" Nannie Hoover, 

u Emma Downing. 

Mr. Thomas Hunter, 

" Albert Doubenmier, 

" Dyson, 

" A. L. Crain, 

" Daniel Moore, 

" Elias Hahn, 

" Benjamin Gauby, 



